Keys to Identifying your Keys
Keys are intended to help determine coverage at the initial snap only.  Officials must be prepared to react to the play as it adjusts.
Step 1 – Identify the strength of the formation: 
The strength is determined by the number of eligible receivers outside the tackles.

Step 2 – Identify your keys :
Back Judge will key on the widest eligible receiver(s) on the strong side of the formation.

The Linesman/Line Judge on the strong side will key on the inside receiver.

The Linesman/Line Judge on the weak side will key on all eligible receivers on their side.

If the formation is balance, the Line Judge’s side is considered the strong side.

Motion may change the strength of the formation.  If it does, officials may have to adjust their keys.

